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= TO THE 
PROTESTANT. INTEREST 
| I N ON 
FC 0 TEND. 
BEING | 


An humble and ſeaſonable Warning, wherein is 


of REPEALING our Penal Laws againſt Popery, 
or allowing that dangerous and idolatrous Religion 
to be openly profeſt within this Realm. 


MORE PARTICULARLY SHEWIN G, 


| 1. That Popery is a Falſe and V. That a Repeal of the above 
\ Unſeriptural Religion. Laws would appear to infer, 
II. That it is oppoſite to the || in ſo far, a Breach of the Ar- 

Civil Conſtitution and Liberty ticles of the Uxiox. 


III. That it is a Religion, which || AcT of Parl. of the 11th and 

has hitherto been propagated!] 12th of KinG WILLIAM 

and nouriſbed only by Blood. againſt Popery; and the AcT 

) IV. That the Penal Laus againſt of laſt' Seſſion in favour of 


founded in Perſecution, but in] ſtition in England, 
Self-defence. 


* 


WITH A POSTSCRIPT, i 
Giving a ſhort Account of the PoPisH BILL, 
r Lately paſſed in Ireland: 
And an Appendix 
Containing a Copy of the above Two ACT 8. 


PaINTED IN THE YEAR, 1778. 
[Pr1ct Four Pence. ] 
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clearly demonſtrated, the Inexpediency and Danger 


of this Kingdom. VI. A comparative view of the 


it, in Scotland, were not the Profeſſors of that ſuper- 


4 
1 


To the PUBLIC. 


* Author will be hides to 
find his fears, expreſt in the 


following ſheets -to be premature. 
But, conſidering the preſent glo- 
my and wnſettled aſpect of public 
affairs, he hopes that no true 
friend of the Proteſtant Religion, 

and of Preſbytery, can be juſtly 
offended, tho' like ELI, His heart 
trembles for the ark of God. The 
umanimity, with which the late 


Aer for the Relief of Roman Ca- 


zholics in England, paſſed the Bri- 
tiſb Legiſlature; and the Great 
Majority, by which a Motion was 
rejected reſpecting the ſame, in 
the late General Aſſembly of the 

Church 
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Churel of Seotlond, are fo far from 
militating ' againſt the preſent 
Publication, that they muſt: fur- 
niſh, fo every imm partial perſon, | 
the Arongeſt N e in its fa- 
W | ALT 5 A 
The preſent age, in a great 
meaſure, ſeems to have loſt ſight | 
of the old principles of Whig- 


 gery, We ſeem to have got into a 


Aew plan, different from our fore 


fathers; though perhaps, more 
« funted to zuodern times. But the 


Author is 45 old-faſhioned WW, his, $ 
and therefore, though ſome of his 


ſentiments may be a little 2 of 


date; yet, as it is from conviction 
aloe; that he writes, he expects,” 
at leaſt, a candid and impartial 
reading, from the Sons of thoſe 
Fathers, who would probably have 
better SOR bl language. 
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AN 
V 
TO THE 


Proteſtant Intereſt in SCOTLAND, e. 


Fellow Proteſtants _ Citizens, 


T having ſeemed good to his Majeſty, with ad- 
vice of his preſent parliament, in an A bearing 
date 3d June laſt, to Repea/ certain clauſes contained 
in an Ad of the 11th and/12th years of the reign of 
the late King William of g/orious memory, by which 
a variety of wile reſtrictions and penalties, which had 


been by ſaid Act impoſed upon all Papiſts within the 


realm of England, are now totally cancelled, and 
ſwept away for ever; And the removal of any of the 
legal barriers againſt Popery by a Britiſh legiſlature 
being a matter altogether new and unheard of in the 


| annals of Britiſh hiſtory ſince the Reformation, and 
a circumſtance which cannot help therefore to be 
particularly ſtriking to Proteſtant and Britiſh ears; 
And whereas it may further be well ſuppoſed, that 


the ſaid act having been brought in ſo very late in 


the ſeſſion as only to receive the royal aſſent on the 


laſt day.of it, might therefore in the hurry and con- 


_ fuſion of official and other buſineſs, which neceſſarily 
| A 


attend 


. R . = 
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attend ſuch a time, and efpecially in fo thin a houſe, 
as is commonly the caſe at the end of a ſeſſion, not 
be fo particularly looked into, neither undergo that 
accurate diſcuſſion, which at another time, and in 
a fuller houſe, would moſt certainly have been the 
caſe; I hope the following thoughts upon this ſub- 
ject will not be unacceptable to any true friend of 
the Proteſtant religion, or of Britiſh liberty, its 
conſtant and inſeparable attendant. 

I honeſtly confeſs myſelf to be one of thoſe who 
have been no very ſanguine admirers either of the 
wifdom or e g. of many of the meafures, 
which have for ſome years paſt been adopted by 
Adminiſtration, and by which the Britiſh empire is 
at this day viſibly embarraſſed in a manner perhaps 
without a parallel in the hiſtory of Britain. But at 
the ſame time, of all the meaſures either propoſed 
or adopted by Miniſtry, this of ſtrengthening the 
hands of Papiſts, and of conſequence. neceſſarily 
alarming the minds, if not proportionably weaken- 
ing the hands of Proteſtants at ſuch a nice and de- 
licate criſis, I muft own to be of all the reſt, to 
me, the moſt unaccountable. For many of the 
other meaſnres of government oſtenfible reaſons, 
good or bad, have not been wanting; but for this 
meaſure I have not heard fo much as one even 
commonly ſpecious argument advanced, but what 
evidently carries its own confutation in its boſom. 
L will therefore look with confidence for your in- 
dulgence, my dear friends and countrymen, while 
1 brietly ſtate to yon, as a fincere friend to religion 
and my country, fome of the great grounds, upon 
which are clearly built the znexpediency and danger 
of, 1 had almoſt faid the gniit and criminality there 
would be in, diſclving or repealing the Penal ſlatutes 

| . againſt 


| 3 
againſt Popery in Scotland, and thereby throwing 
the whole body of Papiſts, who, there is every 
reaſon to fear, are already but too, too numerous 
among us, looſe of all bonds and ſhackles, and at 
perfect liberty to exerciſe all their enced and abo- 
minable /ophi/try, to pervert and corrupt the minds 
of Proteſtant and Britiſh ſubjects; and thereby again 
to plunge the inhabitants of theſe lands under all the 
darkneſs and tyranny of the Romiſb church. | 


8. Ul. 


1. IN the firſt place then I ſay, Popery is a falſe 
and wunſcriptural religion, contrary in many articles 
of faith to the written word of God, nay blaſphem- 
ouſly exalting itſelf above it; and, as ſuch, has been 
rejected and finally abjured by all true Proteflants, 
profeſſors of the true religion and goſpel, ever ſince 
the very firſt dawn of the bleſſed Reformation, tilt 
the preſent day. This ground of objection I men- 
tion firſt, becauſe indeed it ſtands firſt in its own 
nature, and ought ever to hold the chief place with 
all chriſtian men. There are three things, which 
as men, we all have or onght to have an equal and 
perſonal intereſt in, and concern about, which are, 
1. The falvation and life of our fouls; 2. The pre- 
{ervation and life of our badies; 3. The ſecurity of 
our goods and property. Theſe three, as to man 
are the chief things worth contending for in this 
world. I hope to be able afterwards to ſhow you, 
that Popery is not lets an enemy to the bodies and 
properties of men, than to their ſouls ; but my pre- 
ſent argument is, that Popery is a doctrine and re- 
ligioa ruinous to the ſouls of men. It is that man 
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„ 
of fin, and ſon of perdition,” of whom the apoſtle 
Paul ſpeaketh, © who oppoſeth and exalteth himſelf 


« above all that is called God, or that is worſhip- 


« ped; fo that he as God ſitteth in the temple of 
« God, ſhewing himſelf that he is God.” It is 
that . Myſtery of iniquity which doth already work, 
« and that Wicked one which was to be revealed, 
« and whom the Lord ſhall conſume with the ſpirit 
« of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with the bright- 
e neſg of his coming. Even him, whoſe coming 
« is after the working of Satan, with all power 
« and ſigns, and lying wonders—and with all de- 
c ceiveableneſs of unrighteouſneſs in them that periſh, 
cc becauſe they receive not the love of the truth, 
c that they might be ſaved .. | 
Now is ſuch a religion, as this, to be welcomed, 
and with all acceptation received back again among 
us? Is it indeed again to have free and unreſtrained 
acceſs into our cities, villages, pariſhes and houſes ? 
and are we to bid it, God ſpeed? can a man take 
fire in his boſom and not be burned ? Is Popery a 
religion indeed Falſe and Idolatrous in its worlhip, 
ungodly and Immoral in its doctrine, Heatheniſh, 
and Superſtitious in its diſcipline, Unchriſtian, nay, 
Antichriſtian in its government? And is the blood 
of all the ſainis and martyrs ſtill in its ſkirts unpurg- 
ed and unwaſhed, and that not merely as a mark 
of its inhuman diabo/ical cruelty and thirſt after 
blood, but as an inaelible teſtimony againſt its 
Truth, as a religion coming from the God of Truth? 
Is Popery neither countenanced by Old nor New 
ene ? Is it neither built upon the foundation 


of prophets nor apofiles? And is Jeſus Chriſt ſo far 


from being the chief corner-/fone, that he is entirely 
| | thruſt 
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thruſt out of the building, in order to make way 
for the almoſt infinite lumber and rubbiſb of their 
own impious inventions? Is this the caſe, my dear 
countrymen, with Popery? Then what have Chri- 
ſtians, what have Proteſtants, What has this reform- 
ed Preſbyterian land to do with it? As the apoſtle 
Paul addreſſes the Corinthians, fo. would I addreſs 
you“ O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open to 
you, our heart is enlarged—lI ſpeak as unto my 
ce children Be not unequally yoked together with 
| © unbelievers; for what fellowſhip hath righteouſ- 
cc neſs with unrighteouſneſs ; and what communion 
c hath light with darkneſs? and what concord 
'« hath Chriſt with Behal, or what part hath he 
c that believeth with an infidel ? and what agree- 
«© ment hath the zemple of God with idols? For 
„ © ye are the temple of the living God, as God 
“ hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and walk in 
« them, and I will be their God, and they ſhall 
« be my people.” (But ſurely God doth not ſay 
this to the church of Rome!“ Wherefore come 
© out from among them and be ye ſeparate, faith 
«© the Lord; and touch not the unclean thing and 
« vill receive you.“ What! are our ears in- 
deed again to be prophaned ? our eye-ſight to 
be polluted ?. and our whole ſenſes, by which 
we can diſcern either good or evil, confounded. by 
the return into our land and ſtreets of all the 
Popiſh abſurdities, immoralities, ungodlineſſes and 
blaſphemies contained in their ſeveral doctrines 
of tranſubſtation ! of their diſpenſations of ſolemn 
oaths and perjury! of their impious maiſes! of 
their worſhipping of angels and ſaints! of their 
adoration of images, croſſes and relicks ! their pur« ' 
gatory 
2 Cor. vi. Il—13==17, f | 
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gatory and prayers for the dead! their prayers in 
an unknown tongue ! their ſhutting up the key of 
knowledge, and confining the word of God to the 
learned only | their blaſphemous litany ! their un- 
hallowed auricular confeſhons ! their erroneous doc- 
trines denying the ſufficiency of the holy Scriptures, 
=. original ſin, juſtification by faith alone! c. 
=! Nor let it be ſaid that this friFreſs and ſeverity 
| againſt Popery proceeds from any narrow , bigotry, 
or from that intolerant perſecuting, or party ſpirit, 
which is ſo oppoſite to the genius of the Goſpel, and 
to Proteſtantiſm. No; it is the glory of the Chri- 
>» ſtian religion and of Proteſtants, to perſecute no 
man for conſcience ſake. And therefore, wherever 
| we are in charity bound to believe, with regard to 
any particular ſe& or denomination of men profet- 
1 ſing religion, that they hold the common profeſſion I. 
11 of Chriſtians; i. e. that they are believers in the 
f F Word of God's revelation to men, and that they re- 
| \ gard this bleſſed Word, as the fame is contained in 
| 
| 
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} the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftaments, as 
? the one only and infallible rule both of their faith 
L and manners; I fay, however fuch- men may differ 
from us, in their manner of explaining or under- 
p | Fanding particular texts or paſſages in theſe Scrip- 
1 tures, or whatever errors, or even Hergſies reſpect- 
75 ing falvation itſelf, we may have ground to believe 
8 they entertain and profeſs, yet in regard they hold 
x the general foundation of the one true Scripture and 
] FH revelation of God to ſinful men, we are in eharity 
1 bound to beer with, and tolerate them. We are 
2 to pray for ſuch, but not perſecute them. We 

| 5 may uſe every chriſtian mean to open their eyes, 
* and to reclaim them from the ignorance or error of 
their way; but we are by no means to aſſume the 
pre- 


11 
prerogative of God, fo as to force or become lords 
over the conſeiences of our brethren. To their 


YT þ ow 


- own Maſter, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the One 
.  Thſpirer by his Haly Spirit and Giver of all ſcripture 


and revelation, do all ſuch ſtand or fall, as well as 
ourſelves. And why ſhould we thus-judge our 

brother ? | 

| But on the other hand, if men ſhall profeſs a 
| falſe or idolatrous religion, whether they be Papiſts 
FT or Mahometans, Jews or Gentoos 2. e. a religion 
contrary unto, or inconſiſtent with the one general 
fonndation of all true faith, the holy Scriprnres of 
the Old and New Teflaments, it is abſurd to ſay 
that we, as Chriſtians, perſecute, becauſe we do 
not tolerate ſuch falſe religions; it is abſurd to ſay 

J. that we, as Chriſtians, are bound to falerate ſuch, 
or to allow them the ſame preveleges, liberties and 
immunities in a profeſſing chriſtian land, reſpecting 
their heathen, infidel, unbelieving, or und wor- 
ſhip, as we certainly are bound to allow the ſe- 
veral denominations of the true profeſſors of chri- 
ſtianity.— No: God is a jealous God, and we are 
exprelsly aſſured that he will have no other God 
before him, neither give his glory to idols and gra- 
ven images. Take heed therefore,” faith Joſhua 
to Iſrael of old, “ unto yourſelves, that ye love the 
« Lord your God. Elſe if ye do in any wife go 
« back, and cleave unto the remnant of theſe na- 
tions, even theſe that remain among you, and 
(hall make marriages with them, and go in unto 
ce them, and they to you. Know for certain, that 
© the Lord your God will no more drive out any 
© of theſe nations from before you; but they ſhall 
be ſnares, and traps unto you, and ſcourges in 
your ſides, and thorns in vour eyes, until ye periſs 
66 from 
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« from off this good land which the Lord your 
« God hath given you *.” And to the ſame pur- 
poſe faith a greater than Joſhua, that is the angel, 
even the Everlaſting Angel of the covenant him- 
ſelf, —* And ye ſhall make no league with the 
« inhabitants of the land; ye ſhall throw down 
cc their altars; but ye have not obeyed my voice; 
« why have ye done this? wheretore J allo ſaid, I 
ec will not drive them out from before you, but 
tc they ſhall be as zhorns in your ſides, and their 
«© gods ſhall be a /nare unto you +.” 

And have we not, my dear fellow-citizens, but 
too juſt ground to fear that Great Britain and 
Ireland have already incurred this dreadful doom ? 
Our fathers were wonderfully (I had almoſt ſaid 
miraculouſly) delivered of old from Popifh bondage 
and ignorance. But have we not gone back? Our 


kings, our princes, our nobles, the whole inhabi- 


tants of the land? Are we not at this, day cleaving 
to the remnant of theſe nations, even theſe which remain 
among us ?* Are we not even making leagues with 
them? and inſtead of throwing down their altars, 
are we not building them up, yea whitening, re- 


' freſhing, and adorning them? Witneſs the Quebec 


act, eftabliſhing Popery in Canadu. Witneſs the 
Roman Catholic Bills now folerating the fame both 
in England and Ireland. Ah degenerate Britain | 
ah wngrateful Ireland! whither are we now tend- 
ing,——PÞut J go on, 
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portion, and to the ſame degree, our ſacred rights 
; B 
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2. AND in the ſecond place, I ſay, That Popery 


is a religion diametrically oppoſite to the free con- 


flitutiom of this country. This ſecond ground of 


objection againſt Popery is fo ſelf-evident to every 
one, who is in the leaſt converſant in the hiſtory 
and revolutiont of our own country, that to mention 
it is ſufficient to 2/abliſh it. What elſe has been 
the hiſtory of Britain, whether we ſpeak of Scot- 
land or England, ſince the very firſt dawn of the 
Reformation, but more eſpecially of Scotland, till 


the ever-memorable ERA of the. happy Revolution, 


when the civil as well as religious rights, and liber- 
ties of Britain were ſnatched ont of the devouring 
jaws of ANTICHRIST, and finally ſettled upon 
their preſent glorious baſes, but one continued ſtrug- 
gle betwixt Popery and Slavery on the one part, and 
Liberty and Proteſtantiſm on the other? 

When we look back unto the many wicked plots 
and conſpiracies of the Popiſþ party, both at home 
and abroad, ' who have ever been eſteemed (at leaſt 


till of late) the hereditary and irreconcileable foes 
of the liberties of Britain, on the one hand, and 


the certain irreclaimable friends of tyranny and de Pe- 
tiſin on the other; and when we conſider the many 
narrow eſcapes and deliverances, which Britain, 
and all the friends of Liberty and Patriotiſm there- 
in, have in every age experienced therefrom, muſt 
we not be conſtrained to acknowlege that in what- 
ever proportion, or to whatever degree Popery and 
Papiſts have at any time prevailed, in the ſame pro- 


and 


14 ) 
and liberties, civil as well as religious have ever been 
in danger? and therefore, that in whatever? pro- 
portion, or to whatever degree Popery and Papiſts 
ſhall again be indulged, tolerated,” or the legal bar- 
riers againſt them withdrawn or removed, in the 
ſame proportion, and to the ſame degree, ſimilar 
conſequences are ſtill to be expected? Have we 
forgotten the many ringe, and alarms. of riſmgs 
from the Papiſis, during the de/potzc; reigns of the 
James and Charie? ? Have we forgotten the years 
1715, and 1745, when a Popiſh Pretender, truſting 
to the numbers and ſtrength of his Popſh adherents 
within our own boſom threatened the overthrow 
of our conſtitution, and the reſtoration of arbitrary 
power and ſlavery by the hands of a Popifh banditti? 


« Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the leopard 


his ſpots * ?? Has the Dragon” which was “ caſt 
out. into the earth” loſt his irclnation, with his 
power to “ deſtroy”, or has he now ceaſed any 
longer to “ deceive +?” Have Popfſb and Jacobite 
Tories altered their nature with their ſituation? and 
becauſe perhaps they may have now attained more 
intereſt and more credit at Sf, F——-£, are they 
therefore to be the more truſted by the People at 
large? 

But from the Hiſcory, let us turn for a moment to 
the Laws of our country, and let us obſerve how 
theſe ſpeak reſpecting Popery. And here, my dear 
friends and fellow-c:tizens, to what STATUTE, 
book, or to what periad either of the Scots, 
NGLISH, or BRITISH Later, before, at, or ſince 
the Revolution, ſhall I refer you? Indeed it is to- 
tally ſuperfluous to quote to you any one Code upon 
this ſubject, more than another. Take whatever 


part 
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part of the STATUTES, that ſhall firſt fall in your 
way, from the very beginning of our happy Refor- 
mation from Popery, till the reign of his preſent 

Majefty, and in almoſt every en of every Par- 
lament, under every reign ſince that of James VI. | 1 
and e eee you ſhall uniformly find them all | » 
interlarded with one uninterrupted. ſeries of Ace, F 
Statutes, Prouiſiaus, Clauſes, Penalties and Refirietions, Y 
againſt Popery and Papiſſ. Now what could be : A 
the ground and occaſion of all this anxious and ac- 4 
cumulated attention in all our legillatures to this | 6 
ſingle. Object of Popery? What could impreſs: upon 
all our forefathers in all periods till the preſent, fo 4 
deep- rooted, unalterable and unremitting an avenſon 1 
to the Roman Cathalic faith and proſeſſion? Why, f 
my dear countrymen, I will tell you in one word; 


it was nothing elſe but the confrant danger, which e 
they evidently law themſelves and their poflerity ex- 1 
- Poſed to, from the envenomed ſpirit, and helliſh I 


machinations of Rome, both reſpecting their religi- J 
ous and civil liberties. To ſay that all this multipli- 
cation of laws, and of penal and ſanguinary ſtatutes 
d | proceeded from that heart-averſion-which our fore- 
fathers poſſeſſed, and that honeſt zeal, which they 
always profeſſed againſt all the err Idalatrier, 
and ſuperſtitious 7 rwmperies of the Romiſh church, 
is no doubt to ſay the ruh, but it is to ſay it only 1 
by the Half. No; it was ultiniately that great prin- l 
ciple of Se/f-preſervation,, which is common to all . 
men, and which at all times operated ſo very 
powerfully upon our ancgſtors, that whenever, ſo 6 
to ſpeak, a Papift was zn the wind, they were all 7 
to a man in the ſtate of that officer, who marching 
up to battle, turned about and addreſſed himſelf to 
his /-/diers, in this ſhort but emphatical ſpeech, 
<2 « You 
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„ You ſee your foes 0 if you don't kill them, they 
& will kill you.” | J 
But I well expect to be here told, That it is true 
indeed ſuch was once the complexion of Popery, 
ſuch once the character of Papiſis; enemies to 
Britiſh Jiberty and our free conſtitution, and friends 
to ſlauery and deſpotiſm; and that therefore the 
above jealouſies and ſanguinary laws entertained, 
and paſſed by our en might indeed be very 
proper and neceſſary for the times that then were. 
But matters are now greatly changed. Popery is 
not what it once was. Modern Papiſts are quite 
another fort of people from what they were in the 
Marys and. the James days. Roman Catholics 
« Now are among the beſt and loyaleſt, if not 
<< the very beſt and loyaleſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects ; 
e nay, they are as good Chriſtians, and as good 
« citizens as any within his Majeſty's dominions.” 

- Unto this novel but ſpecious apology for Papiſie, 
I anſwer, 1. If matters are indeed ſo as above 
ſtated; if Papiſts are not only ſuch god citizens, 
but ſuch good Chriſtians too, then what are Prote- 
flants, and what is Protefiantiſm ? and what a fool- 
iſh ridiculous buſtle have we been making in theſe 
lands for now upwards of two hundred years back- 
wards ? If a Papiſt can be indeed as good a Chriſtian 
as a Proteſtant, then certainly Popery is as good a 
religion as Proteſtantiſm. But if this is fo, how 
egregiouſly have our forefathers, and not ours only, 
but all the Proteſtant world been miſtaken ?—- 
Glorious diſcovery ! indeed truly worthy of modern 
FREETHINKERs, modern and MACHIAVELIAN 
politicians ! but alas, that it ſhould: be alſo added, 


modern Patriots and Senators !———But, 2. To the 


above flattering defcription of modern Popery, I an- 
ſwer, 


1 | 
ſwer, by exclaiming, if the above is a fair picture, 
then, What a change! what a change indeed is 
here? a Papiſt | the ſworn ſubje& of the Pope of 
Rome, who is the one univerſal acknowledged 
Head, and infallible hereditary, indefeaſible lord 
and ſovereigh of every true Catholic, and that even 
paramount over, and independent of all temporal 
lord and ſovereigns, kings and emperors of the 


* , 


* 


earth] a Papiſt, taught by his pries to believe that 1 
NO OATHS are or can be binding without the con- ? 
ſent of their Holy Fathers, the Pope, Prieſt, or 1 
Confeſſor! a Papiſt, whoſe very conſcience binds þ 
him to lie, equivocate, nay, commit perjury itſelf a f 


thouſand times over and over, when the intereſt of 
the Holy Catholic Church is concerned | and that no 
lie, perjury, equivocation, or mental - reſervation 
F whatever, can partake of the nature of /in, but on 
the contrary, are to be ranked among the very 
beſt of all gad works, and in the higheſt ſenſe me- I 
ritorious of heaven and eternal ſalvation; if either ; : 
neceſſary for, or in the moſt diſtant manner ſub- 
ſervient unto the promoting and advancing the 
Holy Faith of the Mother Church! Now what a 
change, I fay, is this? That /uch a Papiſt ſhould 
notwithſtanding all this, be not only held a good 
Chriſtian, but that he ſhall be farther advanced, | 5 
honoured and truſted, have the ſword (I fay the | 1 
ſword itſelf) put into his hand, and be alſo allowed 1 
to acquire, and poſſeſs /ands and liberties in all re- | 6 
ſpects equally with ourſelves who are Protęſtants? 
nay, to crown all, that he ſhall be admitted a we f 
ſworn, liege and loyal ſubject to the Proteftant King / 
| of Great Britain, on a "ups, with his other ſub- 
jects! That is, in other words, a Papiſt, aud yet | 
a Proteſtant! But, 3. To the above account of m- f 
dern | 
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| ( 18 
dern Papiſts, I anſwer 3 That there may be, as the 
apology ſays, ſome, perhaps not a few ſuch, who 
make very good members of fociety, are apparently 
charitable, honeſt, ſocial and moral in their exter- 
nal walk and converſation, and fo may ſome Turks 

or Mabometams alſo be. I will even allow that 
many modern Papiſts within Britain may be ell. of- 

fected to Government, and in their preſent circum- 

Hancet, far, very far from either meditating or at- 
tempting any alteration or change therein. But 

what 4 all this? can any Papift be ever at the 

bottom well affected to Prote/tantiſm ? It is a con- 

tradition, Can any Pap from his heart be ever 

well affected to the Brityp Government, and preſent 

Royal Family, fo long as they continue founded upon, 

and the profeſſed guardians of Proteſtantiſm ? It is 

not probable. Can a conſtitution, the very h of 

which is a perpetual exc{y/;on of Papilts, from every 

ſtation or e of power, iuflueuce, or authority 

| within the Bruit/h let, pl that from the King 

himſelf, the /rpreme Magi/trate upon the throne, to 

the loweſt Judge or Magiſtrate in the Orkneys, be 

a conſtitution that Papiſts can either wiſh, or endea- 

vour cordially to render perpetual ? IT wiſh, I ſincere- 

ly wiſh, that Proteſtants: would not deceive them- 

ſelves; it is contrary to nature, it is contrary. to 

common. ſenſe to expect it —Papilts may then pre- 

tend af prefent, What they will. Their religion in- 

vites them their conſcience permits them. —-They 

may put on what airs of loyalty and affection 

to a Britiſn Government, and of charity and good- 

with to Britiſh Proteſtants, they ſhall think fit.— 

They may emit what, declarations, ſwallow what 

_ teſts, wear what oaths, ſubmit to what requiſi- 

tions locver, as ſhall be appointed them. But, my 
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dear countrymen, believe it, they will, chey wit. 


remain Papits ſtill. They cannot dan their 


nature, while they keep their religion. A man can 


ſtrip himſelf. no farther than to the kin. And 
therefore after a Papiſt has done all that has been 
faid, yet ſuppoſe him again brought into other cir- 
cumſtances, his power enlarged, his wings fledged 

his numbers increaſed, his authority exalted ; ind 
Proteſtants would ſoon to their fatal experience 
diſcover, when it might be too late, to what fide 
the True Bias of every Papiſt muſt ingine. A Pyrate 
will very conrteouſly diſplay the cqlours of every 
nation, as it ſuiteth him, till he once gets his prey 
within his clutches; but then all muſt give way to 
the one ſtandard of all Pyrates, the Deat/”s-head. 


S Gr.. 


3. WHICH leads me to a third inconteſted 


proof of the very great inexpedieney and danger of 
repealing the penal Satutes againſt Popery ; which 
In, That Popery is in itſelf a bloardy and perſecuting 

« religion, a monfler that has been nouriſhed only 


« by devouring the fleſli and drinting the blood of 


% men; even that Great Where, whoſe name is 
cc Mrstexr, BABVLON the GREAT, the Mo- 
« THER of HAaRLoT's, and abominations of the 
« earth; who lifteth upon many waters; and is 
4 drunk with the blood of the ſaints and martyrs 
c of- Jeſus *.” 

I hope it is not needful to Proteſtants, to Britons, 
to Precbyterians, to take up much time in conſirma- 
tion of this propoſition. . Caſt your eyes, my dear 


cllow- 
*: Rev. xvii. 5, 6. 
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fellow. ſubjects, but for à moment, upon, the hiſ⸗ 
tory of the Reformation, whether; in Ge 14s in 
England, the Netiberland . or  among..ourielves. 
"Look a little into the” Alooly, decregs of. Gar diabalical 
aſſembly, and ſynagogiie_ of. Satan, ,commonly.cal- 
led the Syd of TRENT, Follow the Popilh Aocd- 
Bound to the Eaſt-Indies, Welt-Indies, , America, 
Africa, Japan, and over the whole habitable, gigbe, 
wherever for a curſe to mankind (and not a.bleſkng, 
as is the true nature of the, gdſpel of the bleſſed 
ie) to be) they have been permitted to travel. 
Throw open for a moment, the Iron-gates of their 
infernal igen. Take a view. of their Various 
implements of death and torture. Behold the ago- 
nizing bodies of your brethren Proteſtants, racked 
and "Zorn upon the flow, but murderous engine, till 
Umb ſtarts from its kindred limb, and joint from 
joint; While the re/entle/s prieſt, like another dæ- 
mon, feeds his eyes and ears, with the grant and 
diſtortions of the wretched victims. See the helliſh 
proceſſions of their Holy Brotherhood, and their Auto 
de Per, conducting the devoted ſacrifice to the Han- 
ing pile, in order to get the laſt proof of the charity 
and betievolence of the Popich dergy in Burning 
their bodies for the good of their ſouls. Turn which 
way you will in contemplation of this ſcene of, li- 
gious carnage and ſlaughter, and you will Hill find 
ther paths Jeped in the blood of Itiocdats 3, and 
ſtakes, gibbets, wheels and racks, as fo many YH 


- 


aft to mark out their infernat route = 

But J expect here again to be told, “ That it is 
ce all true; ſuch once was the /pirit, and ſuch the: 
<«blood-thirſty, intolerant of Papiſts — but, throught 
Sethe happy improvements. of modern times, and. 
« that liberality and enlargement of © ſentiment,” 
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ei which is the peculiar fruit of true learning, the 
« progreſs of the fine arts, and philoſophy, in 
cc all civilized countries, the above ſavage and in- 
« tolerant bigotry is totally ſubſided ; the ian is 
«© now turned into a lamb ; and the breaſt of mo- 
dern Catholics ſoftened into the moſt mellowed 
« ſtate of humanity,” | 

Unto this objection, I anſwer, 1. That I ſincerely 
wiſh for the good of mankind, and honour of hu- 
man nature, that ſo happy a change was as real as 
it would be wonderful and unexpected. But, for 
my own part, I muſt confeſs that I greatly demur, 
and cannot help being of the opinion of one of our 
own famous ſufferers, who, when that bloady and 
tyrannical Papift, the DUKE, OF, YORK, was ex- 
amining him by forture before the privy conncil at 
Edinburgh, but could not bring him to give ſuch 
anſwers, as he wiſhed for from him, and therefore 
in a great fret had aſked him, „If he knew that it 
»Was in his power to ſave his life ?“ Yes, anſwered 
the intrepid martyr, © I know very well it is in 
your power, but I as well know, it is not in your 
nature? meaning, that when Papiſts have the power, 
they will never want the clination to blood and 
perſecution, 

But I aT 2. By readily granting in part 
what is alledged; namely, That perhaps many 
modern Papiſts are indeed greatly changed from 
That they were in point of zea/ for their religion.“ 
But I am afraid this may not proceed from any im- 
provement in religious knowledge, but rather from 
a growing contempt of and diſregard to all religion. 
Many motlern Proteſ/ants are greatly changed in 
this reſpect, towards heir own religion, which is 
a true one: and why ſhonld it be ſtrange, that many 

C Papiſts 


Papiſts ſhould, be ſo. alſo, towards 4ber religion, 

Which is a falſe ene, Nay, I believe the truth is, 
that what we may call religious zeal of any kind, 
good or bad, true or falſe, among Papiſts, or Pro- 
teſtants, is at preſent much out of date. Naligiouir 
zeal is far from being, in any reſpect, the cbarac- 
teriſtic of this day. Modern times and modern im- 
provements ſeem indeed to have effectually rooted 
this out, and in its ſtead introduced atheiſim, infide- 
lity, iden about, or contempt Of all religion, 
mong Proteſtants themſelves: and who needs to 
910 but that they have had ſimilar effects among 
Papiſts alſo? But what of all this? Will a mere 
temporary accidental change in the minds of ſome 
men, ever change the nature of things? Will, the 
luke warmneſs and indifference of. ſome. profeſſors 
either of the Proteſtant, or Popiſh religion ever al- 
ter the real nature either of Popery or Proteſtant- 
iim? Surcly no; Papiſts in the general will remain 

apifts ſtill. And. 1 truſt. fo. will Proteſtants.) But 

ſincerely. believe that enmity to, and hatred; of 
Proteſtants are as congenial to Popery, as to live 
upon blood is to the zyger and the bear. And tho? 
tygers and bears, we know, may ſome of tbem 
be occaſrenally tamed, to. as to appear as innocent 
and innoxious, in certain given circumſtances, as 
the dove or the lamb; yer I believe none of us would 
therefore conſent to a General lazy, at large Talerat- 
ing the free brood of theſe gentry within our differ- 
ent fere/ts, countries, or farms.; or allowing, their 
free importation from the foreign wilderneſſes of 
Europe or Aſia, and that merely becauſe it has been 
found that a eu of them have been capable of 
being, to a certain degree, m of their natural 
fiercenels, Let ſome mem ſay what they will, Pa- 

N piſts 
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piſts by their very religion are perſecutors, I had al- | 


moſt faid, thirſters after the blood of Proteſtants. 
Nay they are more, for it is the very fe article of 
their ub, and rhe' very laß article they either can 
or will ever part with, “ That they are doing God 
forviee,” when they fo perſecute,””” Britiſh Papi/ts are 
at beſt, therefore, but the tyger tamed and chained. 
And Fam bold to aſſert, that the beſt, nay the only 
way, to keep them lame, is to keep them chained. 
Let them but again %, give them their liberty to 
range the woods and foreſts large; break their 
chains; and above all, allow a free importation of 
their genuine brother-hood from their original nur- 
ſeries of Rome, Spain, Portugal, &c. and Britiſh 
Proteſtants will ſoon to their bloody conviction 
know that & ſavage nature may be re/tramed, but 
cannot be rooted MM gcc 

But perhaps it will be ſtill faid, It is an eaſy mat- 
ter to aſſert, but fach are ſtrong things; and it is 
known thro” all Britain, and Tre/and, that there are 
Papiſts as liberal, amiable, charitable, humane and 
peaceable as any Proteſtants, nay fo as to be a 
ſhame to many? This objection in the general, I 
have already fully anſwered in many different parts 
of the preceeding pages. But ſince facts are ſtill 
appealed to, to facts J am ſtill willing to go. I aſk 
then, Has any Pope, either with or without his 


council of Cardinals; or has any general or national 


earmet, either with or without the Pope, ever ſince 
the memorable Coucil of Trent, even to this pre- 
ſent day, 'revsbed or repenled one ſanguinary 8ST A- 
TUTE, or penaf ſanction againſt Proteflants, and 
that in any kingdom, tate, or country under their 
ſpirithal dommnation? Even ſo late as in the year 


1762, was not Mr. Nocherte, a Proteſtant miniſter, 
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together with three of the French Noblgſe, ſuſpected 
of Proteſtantiſm; openly:and barbarouſſy murdered 
at DR in FRANCE; for their religion alone? 
and that, altho?> of all the Popiſb poauers, FRANCE 
is known to be both the moſt civilized; and the 
leaſt implicite follower of the PoE? are not the 
infernal flames of the Inquiſitian, and their curſed 
Auto de Fes kindled up, to this very day, from time 
to time in Spain, in Portugal, nay in the city of 
Lisbon itſelf, and that under the very eye of his 
Portugueſe majeſty, althcugh the moſt Faithful ally 
of Britain? And if any mitigation has ever been 
made of theſe bloody and barbarous practices, has 
it not been more owing to the jealouſies of their 
French, Spainiſn and Portugueſe Majeſties, againſt 
the temporal incroachments of the Pope and is Je. 
ſuite, than from any fing of conſeience in the matter 
of pennt heretic ?? menen yd babe, 
If again we turn our eyes to Britain, is it not 
already viſible how: impudent, bold andiuaſſuming the 
Papiſts, eſpecially the more vulgar and unpoliſhed 
part of them, are become in conſequenee of the 
late impalitic and unconſtitutional liberty granted them? 
Are not Proteſtants already in many corners almoſt 
aſhamed to ſhow themſelves? In ſome places, as 1 
am credibly informed, even in the very north of 
Seotland, the Prebyterian miniſter is rarely to be 
ſeen, while the! Popiſb prigſt ſtruts about with. all 
the dignity and confidence of a ſovereign pontiff. 
And in innumerable places of the ſouth and weſt 
of Ireland, to bear the very name of Proteſtaht is at 
this preſent moment almoſt as dangerous, as in 


Italy or Rome itſelf. Proteſtants therefore would 
do well to be on their guard. Our lives and pro- 


Hertie, not to mention our /oulr themſelves, are not 
f matters 


a 


5 

matters to be trifled with, far: leſs to be ſold away 
to our enemies, merely that Wwe may be called of 
them goad- naturedi It is: at preſent! computed that 
there may be above du⁰ milliont of inhabitants in 
Frriand, but not above a: tent part of them rote. 
ante. Now, byotherdwie regulations of former 
pat liaments this great body of Papiſis have hitherto 
been kept under proper order, and due ſubordination 
to Proteflant government, by means of the penal 
fatutes. But if once theſe jbackles ſhall the for à 
little. relaxed, I doubt the Proteſtants of Arend will 
in vain look for a reciprocation of that reſinement 
and liberality; of ſentiment and ſaleration, from a 
black Iriſh rabble of Pqpiſb bigots and banditti, 
which is now. ſo improperly pledin their fayoun, by 
the friends of: the preſent Pepiſb Bills. 
The bulk of mankind never were, nor will de 
dr ae by refinement of principle, and hberality of 
ſentiment: and leaſt of all, either a Poprſb mob, 
with whom ignorance muſt, or a Popifh clergy with 
whom intergſt will, at all times, be the mother of 
devotian. But why need I ſingularize Ireland? Do 
not Papiſts warm in Britain itſelf? What a body 
can they muſter in London the metropolis alone? 
in M ates, in the narth of England? What multi- 
tudes in Edinburgh in the South, in the North, 
and in maſt of the Ifles of Scotland In ſhort, as a 
Prateſtant, my heart trembles, my pen quivers, 
while Jam writing. And my final wiſh and prayer 
is, that both Braſh and Irſs Proteſtanta may not 
ſeverely reput, hen it may be too late, if indeed 
it ſhall appear that they have been left of God alte. 
. to le: Al " Peace at this fines tt vita; 
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BUT chis directly leads me to a fourth ground 
upon which I build the inexpediency and danger of 
repealing the penal ſtatutes againſt Papiſts, and that 
is * That the - continuance of theſe penal fatutes is 
1 abſolutely and indiſpenſibly neceſſary for our own 
60 preſervation, both as we are Proteſtants, and as 
<« we. are . Fritons,”. Self- preſervation is the firſt 
law of nature; and 3f What has been ſaid above be 
in any degree true, this ground of objection againſt 
the preſent, Popiſh act, its ever reaching Scotland, 
muſt of courſe be undeniable and ſelf-evident; What 
wile man, who: by. repeated experience had felt the 
ruigous effects ol an impetnous and: dangerous Tur- 
rent, breaking in upon bis moſt fertile fields, and 
ö time after time, fweeping away the richeſt hopes of 
N his, harveſt; and ho at laſt with infinite pains; and 
at 445 boundlaſs expence, had got a frong bank erect- 
ed, ſufficient of itſelf effectually to oppoſe its deſo- 
lating rage for ever: I ſay, What wiſe man, im ſuch 
circumſtances, would ever think of wantonly throw- 
ing down again all his ſtrong. fences and barriers, and 
and thereby laying all his fields at once open as for- 
merly? and that for this very Hronge reaſon, viz. 
merely becauſe, by the very means of theſe fences 
Y and.. barriers, which he himſelf had erected, and 
1 was now about to pull down: again, the torrent had 
been tau N 2 to keep: within its oαπνNhẽHĩuunnel? and 
being effectually bound from abing miſchief, had 
learned to roll harmleſs and inoffenſive along its 
bed? The RETORMATION firſt, and then the Rx 
VOLU TION, are theſe ele irong pm: and borrierva execs! 
| | den Kb Seen tg 17325 08 


8 


RE, 


( 27 ) 

ted at infinite expence by our forefathers, and ce-· 

mented, ſhall I fay ? with their own blood. The 

penal flatutes, ſo wiſely enacted at theſe two memo- 

rable periods have taught the Püpiſts, ike the impe- 

tuous torrent, ſubmiſſion, good order and regularity, 

both in church and fate.” By the means of theft 
viſe, neceſſary and falutary barniers, they have been 

kept within their proper channel. The Proteſtant 
intereſt ao feels but little hurt or alarm from them, 

5 ſo long ar they are kept in this ſtate. The only dan- 
ger lies in ep the nag or Pang down the 
barriers again. 58 er 
What was it but the intolerable eppes and 

bloody leverities, Which our forefathers ſo heavily" 

felt from Fopiſb tyranny and perſecution during their 

J bit ſtruggles for theſe liberties, civil and religious, 
which we their poſterity now enjoy both in Scotland 

and England, that moved out reſpective 2 

both at the Reformation and Revolution,” out of 

ſelf-defence," to lay all prœeſſed Papiſtit under theſe fo 

vere. penaltier, and fatiguinary reſtrictions, wider” 
Which they have been tep?/even' till this day? Was 

| it not in order to prevent their ever recovering ſuch” 

power, infnrnct, Or mimbers within theſe Teams bs - 

to render them again fermidable to the religion aid 
perſon: of: Proteſtants, or to the liberty of Britöns ? 
And fhalb we, cthe ανννν prferity of ſuch 47 ùn⁰ν,‘ 

tors; with our own hands pull down what they"Pared* 
up wWantonly throw away the privileges they fo” 
carefully enrmd for us?. hay, at once endatget Gurt 
hoe ion to be again” overturn With Popery und 
Sawery?> Mhat would theſe ſame anceſtors, about 
the beginning of this very century; have Trid or 
thought if fuchan impoliricu and dangerous pro- 

Foun as the . Papiſb Act had been moved _ 

them 
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ES 

them? What would our ghriows KING WILLIAM, 
with all the wiſe and venerable patriots of the Revo- 
lution, have ſaid, had they been told, that the day 
was ſo ſoon to approach, when a Britiſh and Irifh 
parliament ſhould be as vigorouſly engaged in re- 
pealing, as they were in enacting ; in opening, as they 
were in ſbutting; and in hewing down, as they had 
been in planting © But alas | by many infallible ſigns, 
it but too evidently appears, that this is not the æra 
of Britiſh wiſdom either in church or ſtate | | 

A taleration of Popery is not like zolerating any other 
religious profeſſion. I would rather ralerate Jews 


and Turks themſelves, in the free exerciſe of their 


unchriſtian and antichriſtian worſhip, as fee Papiſts 
enjoying the ſame privilege in this country, If you 
alk my reaſons, I will tell you. Setting aſide the 
matter of true or falſe religion altogether, in which 
I believe Jew, Papiſt and Mahometan are much 
upon a level; I ſay, That the Jews and Mahome- 
tans might be ſuppoſed willing with modeſty and 
thankfulneſs to accept of any faleration or indulgence 
the legiſlature might think proper to give them, and 


would never think of attempting to force their reli- 


gion upon others, or to reduce this nation under 
their domination. They would, I ſay, probably live 
quiet and peaceable. But I can never believe this 
of Popery : for ſuppoſe Papiſts once indulged, it will 
be found as natural for them to aſpire at further 
power and domination, till they have attained at a 
compleat e/tabli/hment of themſelves, and extirpation 
of Proteſtants, as it is for water to deſcend, or 
flame to riſe upward. And indeed their very ſitua- 
tion encourages them to this, in a manner incompe- 
tent either to eau or Mahometans. For the coun- 


tries where theſe laſt chiefly abound are happily 


removed 
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Britaini ate ab Budde A with them Tlle half bf 
Puree" grbans under thefr if6ti fol! And from 
London to 1 in u direct line, that 18 from weſt 
to eaſt of all Chriſtendom, the Pope s Paydard and 
triple raum bears "aniverſfal Ati unlimited Nay, 

Now, ” cam it be ſuppoſed, that the Pope With all 
his {warms of Cardinals, © Legates, Nancios Me⸗ 
tropolitans, Archbiſhops, Biſop „ Priefts, Jeſtirs, 
Monks, Friars; Fate bffelge and he" other 
endleſs 7#ibes of theſe 9 75 of the bottomleſs pit 
will long remain quiet, if once fo fair A proſpeck 
of feeding in the rich paſtures of Great Britain and 

Ireland ſhall be laid open unto them? When the 


Ethiopian hall”: change his colour, and the leopard 


his pots, then Will 1 e this ro ak a 8 dergy 
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152 „Br. have fill another waigicir yet behmd; 
the repeal of the penal laws: again(t Popery 3 

and. 1 reſerved it for tlie laſt, becauſe 
ir is! ar argument peculiar to ourſelves, doth as Scotia 
men and d Precbytrriant; and that 1 18, That the 
repeal:of the penal laws againſt Popery in Scotland, 
t would: he a direct Brach of the UN berwbet 


| c the $06 lin gdm By the Union, the Peale” | 


and Church of. Scotland are ſecure@in the free and 
undiſturbed poſſeſſion” of the whole of dür Pref.” 
byteriut d rind, dhſcipline,  2oor ſhip and government,” 
with allthe other: Tights and privileges, therewith” 
z according to _ Wok of Gov; and 
the 


3 (309 | 
the many 1holeſome laws of the realm. Arid which 
laws; are by ſaid union under ſtood to remain and 
zontinue inviolable, and wnalterable by the Britiſh 
Parliament itſelf forever. With the repeni; there- 
fore; of the laws againſt Popery in Scotland, by 
any Britiſh Parliament, I heſitate not to pronounce 
the Union and Compact itſelf betwixt Scotland and 
England, in fo far broken ; in regard that the abſo- 
lute and final ſecurity of our Precbyteriam religion; 
from all encroachments of Popery, was certainly 
one of the principal ſtipulations in that famous 
Treaty, and a final irre vacuble right, which the Po- 
le of Scotland, at that time, were underſtood to e. 
ferve for themſelves, never more to be brought into 
queſtion,” argued, or altered for ever. With equal 
juſtice and propriety might the Parliament, there- 
fore, at this day, aſſume to themſelves the power 
of altering the manner of repreſentation,. or the num- 
ber of the radical repreſentativer, or members of 
parliament from Scotland, ſo as wantonly to deprive 
the whole burghs, for example, of their right of 
election, devolving the ſame upon the counties ; or 
contrariwiſe, depriving the whole counties of their 
repreſentation, and doubling that of the burghs ; or 
even to allow Papi/s to be choſen members of par- 
liament; as to. preſume to make any the ſmalleſt 
change reſpecting religion, and Popery within this 
realm. Nay, ſo very jealous were our forefathers, 
in this matter, at the Union, that it is actually ſtipu- 
lated, as a part of ſaid Union, That all the Kings 

{hall in future be bound, before they can be duly 
acknowleged King of Scorland, or aſſume any acts 
of ſovereignty there, to ſwear that they will ſupport 
and maintain the Presbyterian religion within” Scotland, 
in 


\ 


p) 


(3 
in all its juſt rights, FA and immunities, as 


by law eſtabliſhed: at the Union. 


I take not upon me indeed to determine here how 


far 2 repeal of all the barrier acts againſt Papery in 


Scotland, would be cofflent with the above oath. 


But it is well known, that when in the end of 
QUEEN ANN's reign a Tory miniſtry had, at that 
time, formed a more than fpeculative plan of re- 
ſtoring Popery and the Pretender; and for this end, 
as a part of their ſcheme, had introduced and car- 


ried in parliament; two different Bills, of a very 


alarming complexion to the true Preſbyterian inter- 


eſt; the firſt being a Bill (not for lolerating Popery 
indeed; for that would have fartled the nation with 


a wiineſs3 but) only for tolerating Epiſcapacy in Scot- 
land: the ſecond, that unhappy Bill, , by which Pa- 
tronage was again reſtored.” 'Thefe two Bills were 
loudly branded, by all true Whigs, and friends of 
liberty among us, civil or religious, as open breaches 
of; the Union, and even as beyond the peter of a 
Britiſh parliament to enact. And I wiſh the very 
paſſive manner, in which the nation has borne theſe 
firſt incroachments upon their moſt clear and con- 
ſtitutional rights by the Union, may not be improv- 
ed at this very day, into a precedent, for yielding to 
a Bill for tolerating Popery itſelf; and ſo on from 
time to time, for yielding every other right, we can 
claim either as Scotsmen or Presbyterians, at the ar- 
bitrary will and pleaſure of deſgning adminiſtrations, 
till the whole are irrecoverably Joſt. 

But beſides all this, there is another danger to 
which the landed intereſt in Scotland is inevitably 
expoled, by the repeal of the penal ſtatutes, and 
the conſequent increaſe of Popery ; and which in- 
deed {trikes one with _ Ms ſurprize to find 
| 2 | the 
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the whole Nobility and Gentry, at preſent, ſo little 
affected with, and ſleeping, as it were, in perfect 
fecurity, till the very pillow ſhall perhaps be pulled 
from beneath their heads; and it is this, That a 
third part, perhaps more, of the. whole of their 
gates are, in fact, Popiſh church lands. And ſhould 
ever that worldly We again prevail within this 
nation, the whole of theſe eſtates, without all per- 
adventure, would be torn from them, and reſtored 
to St. Peter. Nor do J here mean merely the lands 


which formerly appertained to the Priories, Mona- 


feeries and Abbacies, &c. but I chiefly mean the Bi- 
ſhop's lands, which are entirely peculiar to this nation, 
in regard that we were reformed to Pretbytry and 
not Prelacy. In England and in Ireland indeed, 
the Biſhops and other dignified clergy till retain at 
leaſt a conſiderable part of the ancient poſſeſſions 
of the Popiſh Biſhops ; but in Scotland, it is notour- 
iy known that the whole of theſe are paſſed to /ay- 
proprietors. Now if it has always been eſteemed an 
unſurmountable obſtacle to the return of Ep:ſcopa 

among us, that the Prelate's lands are in the "oflel. 
on of our chief Gentry and Nobility; and as this 
muſt for ever be a ſure argument to bend them to 
Presbytry, however their real inclinations otherwiſe 
might ſtand ; How much more ought every Scots 
landlord to take the alarm, when  Popery itſelf is 
Now beginning to put forth her a/l-devouring claws? 


Sd CD. VI. 


6. LEAVING the above obſervations with the 
imp tial reader, I beg leave further, in this /efion, 
to ſuggeſt a few thoughts, more directly pointing 
at the nature, and the conſequences of the preſent 


Popiſh 


- 
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Popiſh Act itſelf, which has given the immediate 
ground to this publication. And I am the more 
inclined to this, becauſe of the great indifference, 
with which I cannot, without aſtoniſhment ob- 
ſerve, the matter ſeems at preſent to be treated 
by all Ranks. A free toleration of 'Popery, or any 
thing that could have born but the moſt diſtant 
reference to ſuch an event, would have been an 
affair indeed of that amazing and portentous magni- 
tude, unto our forefathers, in any former period of 
Britiſh hiſtory, from the Reformation, which hap- 
pened about the year 1560, till the 4% Rebellion, 
which happened in the year 1745, as to have at- 
tracted every eye, and to have alarmed every heart. 
The midnight cry of fire, or ſome ſudden inundation, 
breaking in upon their houſes and families, would 
not have more effectually arrouſed the fears of our 
anceſtors, than the cry of Popery.. But at preſent, 
as if the © ftrong man armed had already got poſ- 
ſeſſion of his palace, all things are {t peace every 
mouth ſnut every tongue ſilent! To what can this 
ſudden change in Proteſtants, Britons, Presbyterians 
be aſcribed, but either to ignorance of the al nature 
and tendency of the preſent menſures? or, to, 2 judi- 
cial blindneſs and infatuation' concerning them? And 
indeed there are many things concurring together, 
in the preſent moſt threatning and gloomy aſpect of 
public affairs, which ſeem ſtrongly to indicate the 
laft, as well as the . Ah finful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a feed of evil doers, 
c children that are corrupters. They have forfak- 
« en the Lord, they have provoked the holy One 
of Iſrael unto anger, they are gane away backward. 
« Why ſhould ye be ſtricken any more? Te will 
revolt more and more. The whole Head is =, 
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c ud the while heart faint. From the ſole of rhe 
tc foot, even unto the head," there is no ſoundneſs 
cc in it; but wounds, and bruiſes, and putrifying 

- ſores. They have nat been cloſed, neither bound 

. « up, neither mollified with ointment. Your coun- 
| & try is alte, your cities are burnt with fire; 

\ « your land, rangers deyour it in your preſence, 

| «and it is deſolate, as overthrown by rangers. 
« And the daughter of Zion is left as a Cattage.in a 
6 vineyard, as a /odge in a garden of cucumbers, as 
c a befreged city *.” , 
.- Firſt then, I cannot paſs, unnoticed, the apparent 
and affected wei] which ſeems to have been drawn 
over the above 4, from its very firſt introduc- _ 
tion into the Houſe of 'Commons. It ſeems to have 
been purpoſely reſerved till the very end of the 
leſion. It was brought in, in a hin houſe; and 
puſhed through, in ſuch circumſtances, as rendered }\ 
it impoſſible for any zFe4ual oppoſition to have been 
ſlated againſt it, even although it had been ever ſo 
much the dre of the nation. Again, as to its na- 
ture and import; this ſeems to have been, from the 
| beginning, ſo clauded in obſucrity, that, as would 

FE; eppear, there were only few, even of the Repre- 

A ſentatives of the nation, the Members of Parliament 

| themſelves, not to mention the nation at large, who 

knew or underſtood its real tendency and meaning. 
Many, I may boldly ſay, the great majority of the 
People imagined that it only meant, * relief to the 
fHPapiſts, in certain ſpecified caſes © of temporal 
% diſabilities and reſtrictions, reſpecting heritages 
and ſucceſſions to, or acquiſitions of, certain 
Fa «- umridiy properties, &c.“ but that “ no alteration 
<« whatever,” was intended reſpecting © religion.” 


And 
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And indeed I am, from ſeveral circumſtances, Nill 
in charity inclined to believe, that this is the im- 
preſſion, however deceitful and erroncous, of by fat 
the greateſt part of the gend Jubjefts of this realm; 
and members of this church, even to this very day. 
But alas! my dear fellow-ſubjects, how diſant, 


how very diſtant is this from the Real matter of 
fat? For upon the moſt /uperfictal inſpection of the 


Act itſelf, it will appear obvious to every eye, that 
the removal or repeal of the religions Penal reſtric- 
tions againſt Popery, forms not only a part, but the 
chief and leading part of it; and that nothing leſs 


ſeems to be intended by it, than a * full toleration 


of Popery, both in doctrine and worſhip.” I acknow- 
ledge, I could ſcarce myſelf believe ſo much, till 
with conſiderable labour, and through a number 


of difficulties, I at length got a ſight of the Ack. 


But ever ſince that time, I have been in no heſita- 
tion. Nor ſhall it now ſurprize me to hear of Po- 
iſh chapels openly built and conſecrated ; 

maſſes openly ſaidz and Popiſh ſchouls openly taiight, 
in every corner of Zngland and Wales before next 


winter. To ſatisfy you in this, it is only necefliry * 
and 1% claufes of the net 
itſelf; which relate entirely to the religions reſtrib- 


to refer you to the 


tions and penalties, under Which 'Papifts had been 
laid by former Latus, particularly Act 11th and t2th 
of King William, and from the obligation and refirain- 


ing force of which, by the preſent A1, they ate 


now tvhilly and for ever liberate . 


Now, if Popiſh Biſhops, Priefts,. ſuits Scheel. 
maſters, &c, were by the former 7525 at all times 


ſince the Reformation, ſubject, upon diſtourry and 


conviction, to various Penalties, particularly to appre« 


* See theſe in Appendix. | 
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Benſſon, profecution; impriſonment, bani/bment, or even 


death itſelf in certain caſes ; and it by the preſent Act, 
Qhey ſeem, not only to be exempred, but even protected 
from being ſo rn, taken, proſecuted, or in any 
way pun d; t | 

the iſſue to a free toleration? For, what can in the 
nature of things be conceived to be a more com- 
pleat and ample diſcharge to any man, than to take 
away the very power of proſecuting him from all 
parties concerned, as well as of judging and condemn- 
ing him, from all Judges and Magiftrates ? 

It is true, the new AF ordains the form of an oath 
to be taken by every Papiſt, before they thus ven- 
ture upon the open profeſſion of their religion; and 
all Judges and Magiſtrates are ſtrictly enjoined to 
be on all occaſions ready to adminiſter to them the 
faid oatb.— But alas, what a poor exchange will this 
be found, inſtead of all theſe legal barriers and con- 
ſtitutional defences. which our forefathers had at 
the expence of ſo much bled and treaſure been erect- 
ing againſt Popery for two hundred years paſt. The 
eath in its beſt form ſeems only to be a political ref? ; 
the whole of religion is entirely given up, and con- 
ſidered as nothing connected with it. There are 
indeed ſeveral clauſes which apparentiy bear ſome 
diſtant reſpect to religion, ſuch as; That they re- 
naunce the doctrine of its being lawful.to murder for, 
or under pretence of perſons being Heretic. That 
no faith is to be kept with Heretic. That the Pope 
has any temporal or ciuil juriſdiction within this realm 
or, that they have any mental reſervation, c. 
But it is obvious to the moſt ſuperficial eye, that 


even the whole of zheſe clauſes ultimately point to a 


civil ue only; and that no one tenet of the Popiſh 
Fait, , as ſuch, and in a ſenſe purely religious, is at 


en I aſk if this will not amount in 


e 
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all touched at, or renounced in the ſmalleſt degree, 5 
through the whole cath. 'To ſet this in the ſtrong- 


eſt and ſhorteſt point of view, I need only to refer 
to the formula of the oath which was ordained: by 
KinG WILLIAu's Ad, to be taken by every Pa- 
piſt, and in room and ſtead of which the preſent 


_vath is now ſubſtituted *: from which you will 
plainly ſee, that inſtead of being obliged to renounce | 


any one of their abſurd and improus doctrines, as by 
the above formula in KING WrtLiam's Af; all 
Papiſts, by the preſent Ad, are allowed the full 


Pqſeſſion and 75 of their ⁊uh⁰e Faith, in all and 
every one of the articles particularly mentioned in 
the ſaid formula; and not only ſo, but are left at 
liberty to ſcatter and diſſeminate their moſt poiſonous 


errors with impunity, under t 
this new oath. | oy 
Nov, my dear countrymen id fellow-profeſſors 
of the true religion, if Eſau was juſtly ſtiled Prophane, 
becauſe he /o/d his birthright, i. e. his religious inbe- 
ritance, Which he derived from his great forefather 
Abraham, for a morſel of pottage; then I aſk you, 
what epithet we the degenerate offspring of our 
great and godly Progenitors will deſerve, if we 


ſole protection of 


| ſhall be found, at this day, to part with all our re- 


ligion, and the whole ſecurities thereof, not for a 


morſel of pottage, (for even that to a hungry man. 


has ſome reality in it) but in exchange for the word 


of a common liar, the bill of a declared bankrupt, the 


cath of a Papiſt and equivecating Feſuat ; who by vir- 


tue of his ambiguous, and damnable doctrines of. 


“no faith to be kept with heretics,” of “ the diſ- 
penſing power of the Pope,“ and of “ mental re- 
ſervation,” can ſwear and perjure, and ſwear again 
| F that 
Ste Appendix. | 


2 — 


— 


(38 

that he has not perjured. p I verily believe that there 
are thouſands and ten thouſands of /uch Papiſts, at 
this very moment, in Britain and Ireland, who can, 
and vill freely ſwallow the above oath, in all its 
terms, and yet, the very next day, if their oppor- 
tunity or advantage offers, will again renounce every 
article they had /worn to, and act accordingly. And 
I do confidently affirm, that it will be found too 
hard a taſk for any king, parliament, adminiſtra- 
tion, judge or magiſtrate in Britain, to. purge the 
conſcience of a true and flaumch Catholic, from the 
above defrines. Nay, even after he ſhall be made 
twenty times over to abzure them, {till he will hold 
them faſt, and will equivocate in the very act of 
abjuring equivocation. To adminiſter any oath there- 
fore to a Papiſt, in matters of religion, is only 
like rolling Sy{phus ſtone ; it is labour loſt ; becauſe 
it will moſt certainly tumble down upon you again. 
I could truſt a cu, Turk, or Heathen perhaps, upon 
oath ; becauſe I have no general ground of ſuſpici- 
ſion, but that they, in ſo far, do reverence the obliga- 
tion of an oath adminiſtred according to their know- 
ledge, and the light which they may enjoy. But for a 
Papiſt, 1 dare not truſt his moſt ſolemn and repeat- 
ed oaths; becaule, I verily believe, he counts theſe 
to be all vanity, when his ſo doing can be ſubſer vi- 
ent to his religion: and therefore that very principle, 
which obliges and binds all other men in the matter 
of an cath, is that which effectually Iiberates him 
from all obligation. 

And indeed, to ſay the truth, is it not ſomething 
very mifortunate, that a Proteſtant Britiſh govern- 
ment, ſhould be tempted, as at preſent, to put ſuch 
unbounded confidence in Papiſis, but eſpecially in 
Jeſuits, as to be not only honouring their deceitful 

| oaths, 
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oaths, and egiuocal declarations, by admitting them 
to full credit in this Protęſtant country; but their 
perſons alſo, by admitting them to new privileges and 
immunities, when, at the ſame time, the chief Popiſh 
powers of Europe have found themſelves obliged, 
on account both of their notorious and abominable 
doctrines and practices, to bring them under irreco- 
verable diſgrace, confiſcate their whole ſubſtance, 
and baniſh their very perſons for ever, from their 
preſence, and © dominions ? Is it not a notorious fact, 
that in Spain, Portugal and France, but particularly 


the two firſt, the moſt ſevere and ſanguinary edicts 


do, at this very moment, exiſt in their full force 


. againſt the whole ſociety of Feſuits ; and that not 


as individuals only, but as a ſcciety itſelf, corrupted 
to the very rot, and of which, no part remains 
ſound, but the whole of neceſſity muſt be extirpated, 
like a race of venomous ſerpents, or ſavage wild 
beaſts ? Have not the whole fraternity loſt all their 
credit, with the reſpective fovereigns of the above 
powerful kingdoms ? Have not Feſuits been found 
the very peſts of ſcciety in general, and the moſt 
dangerous enemies to crowned heads in particular 
being men, whom no profeſſions, no, oaths could 
bind? Has not the whole of the above, and infi- 
nitely more, been again and again authenticated in 
the fulleſt manner, in all the News-papers and Ga- 
zettes of Europe? And ſhall Protęſtant governments 
receive ſuch a vermine with open arms, after they 


have been ſo figmatized and mf# out by the Popiſb 


powers themſelves ? Shall Proteflants ſtretch forth 
the right-hand of fe/lowyhip to Feſuits, whom Papi/ts 
themſelves have excommunicated, and given finally 
over to reprobation? And, if their vi/lantes, and am- 


bition have been ſuch, as conld not even be reſtrained 


2 2 from 


nn | La 
_———S 1 S 
R 


— — 


r e ¶ — 


* 


— 


— SLY 


r 


— 
— 
. 


—— —- 


— — 


| 


. 


| 640 | 
from plotting ſeditions, conſpiracies, murders, aſ- 
ſaſſinations, even againſt thoſe of their own religion, 
What a miſerable chance ſhall either Proteflant kings 
or ſubjects have, if ever, for à curſe, they ſhall be 
let looſe alſo among us ? 


But to ſum up this matter in a few words; even. 


allowing all that the moſt zealous friends of the 


propriety of adminiſtrating the above oath to profeſſ= 


ed Papifts, of any kind, can demand; namely, that 


it is not merely a political igt, but a ſufficient religi- 


ous teft alſo Vet {till I ſay, that every profeſſed Pa- 
Piſt, who ſhall have the above oath adminiſtred to 
him, muſt of neceſſity do one of theſe three things, 
vi. either, 1, He muſt fairly and openly. renounce 
a number, at leaſt, of the moſt Exon, radical and 
univerſal principles of Popery; and what, by the 
bye, from the very ſuppoſition, were underſtood 
to be his own Faith, till the very moment of his /o 
zaking the above oath, i. e. he muſt become, in a 
manner, a Proteſtant; or, 2. He muſt fairly and 
openly, in the face of the world, perjure himſelf ; 
or, laſtly, He muſt after all zake,/helter under the 
infullible ſhadow of the Pope's diſpenſation, and his 
Father-confeſſor's pardon and ab/olution. Now, I 
aſk, which of theſe three can we reaſonably ſuppole 
will be moſt probably the caſe with profeſſed Papiſts, 
taking the oath, as above? The firſt is not probable, 
at leaſt as to many of them, becauſe it is contrary 
to the very ſuppoſition, which is, that they may, 
by their Taid oath, purcbaſe for themſelves free li- 
berty of conſcience and profeſſion of religion, in all 
matters reſpecting the known Faith and profeſſion 
of Roman Catholics. The ſecond is leſs probable, 
at leaſt as to, far the greateſt number, although it 
may be poſlible, with regard to ſome. The third, 

there- 
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PRE, 
therefore, is what alone is left, which is, That the 


profeſſing Papiſt, ro whom the above oath ſhall be 
adminiſtred, will, after all, take ſhelter under the 
infallible ſhadow of the Pope's diſpenſation, and the 


pardon and ab/olution, which, we all know, their Fa- 


ther-confeſſor will chearfully adminiſter ; nay which, 


I believe, by the canon-/aw of the Popiſh church, 


he dares not refufe to adminiſter. And therefore, 


* may bind ſuch a perſon as faſt with oaths, de- 
C 


larations and renounciations reſpecting the Holy 
Catholic Church and Holy Catholic Faith, as ever 
Samſon was with green withs ; but all in vain, for 
by the help of his prigſt, he will break through 
them all, as a thread of tow is broken, when it touch- 

eth the fire. | 
It is, however, far. from being my intention, 
officiouſly to pry. either into the /ecrets of Govern- 
ment, or the Views of Miniſtry in the preſent Pepiſh 
AX, or the new cath annexed thereunto. No doubt, 
they have their own reaſons for this, as well as every 
other part of their /ate conduct; although theſe may 
be, perhaps, leis obvious to common underſtandings, 
But however this may be, it is certainly the duty of 
all zrue Proteſtants, friends of religion and friends of 
liberty, and it is the birthright privilege of every 
Britiſh ſubjet, in their own place, to watch over 
the con/titution and laws of their country. In other 
countries, a tyrant's word makes the /aw, and his 
nod and will eſtabliſhes it; while it is certain death 
for the ſubject, in either caſe, to open a lip. Bleſſed 
be God, the rights of the peqple are better under- 
ſtood here. Ia theſe happy lands, the people have a 
right to approach their /awgzvers, It is their un- 
doubted privilege to petition and addreſs the throne it- 
ſelf. And indeed the time but /azely was, as we all 
: | 1 
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know, when this liberty was both moſt fully exer- 
ciſed, on the part of the ſubject, and moſt fawurably 
received, on the part of the 7brone, in the very 


numerous and warm addreſſes for warlike and coer= 


cive meaſures, againſt Proteſtants themſelves, becauſe 
they appeared to be enemies to the Britiſh /awws, and 
the Britiſh conſtitution. Let us not appear to have 
been more ſevere againſt Proteflants, than we are 


againſt Pap;/fs, Have not Papiſts been uniformly 


| eſteemed the ancient, hereditary and irreconcilable ene- 


mies both of the /aws and conſtitution of Britain, and 
that ever ſince we can be ſaid, to have had, either 
the one, or the other? And though they are not in- 
deed, like the American colonies, at preſent, in actual 
arms againſt Britain; but, on the contrary, their 
profeſſions are as ſmooth and flattering, as the others 
are hardy and independent ; yet let us not too much 
confide in hee appearances. Were not even the Ame- 
ricans themſelves as fair, and their language as ſinooth, 
before they took to the ſ word, as the Roman Catholics 
can poſlibly, at preſent, be ? But yet, we all know, 
this did not at all prevent a cautions Miniſiry, from 
finding all their profe/ſions to have been falſe and 
jeſuitical. Their petitions and addreſſes were there- 
fore all rejected; and their whole country denounced 
to be in a fate of rebellion. Now, ſhall Papi/ts, and 
even Feſuits be allowed that credit in their Profeſ- 
ont, Declarations and Addreſſes, . which was then 
denied to Prete/ftants ? Shall they be received within 
the full Protection of the laws, almoſt without any 
ſubmiſſion whatever ; or at leaſt, what in the eyes of 

many muſt appear to be next to it; while nothing 
leſs than abſolute and unconditional ſubmiſſion. could 
gain the ſame privilege for others? No: let Prote- 


anti, let Britons be uniform, and like themſelves. 
8 Let 


þ Ys 


e 2 

Let every county, let every burgh and city, let eve- 
ry rank and denomination of inhabitants within this 
realm, whoſe Voice once reached the royal Ear 
againſt Fellow-Proteflants, now again addreſs the ſame 
Throne againſt Papi/ts. Paſt experience of the royal. 
Favour, will encourage us to thisz and our danger, 
whatever might be hen dreaded from America, I 
am ſure, is nv tenfold greater from Popery. Nei- 
ther do I mean, that any man, or body of men 
ſhould petition the throne for actual perſecution of 
Papiſts. No; let them juſt remain, as they were. 
We wiſh them in no wor condition, than our for- 
mer laws have placed them already in, for now 
above two hundred years; and, ſure I am, they 

deſerve, and they ought to look for, no better. 
What! Is the friendſhip of Profeflants to be 
lighted, while that of Papiſts ſeems to have been 
cultivated, nay, courted! Shall we have ſent out 
fleets and armies, year after year, to /ubjugate and 
reduce the one, even to diſtand ſhores and conti- 
nents ? and ſhall we at the ſame time cheriſb and 
nouriſh the other, as an old viper, in our boſom ? 
Shall a ſingle addreſs, ſigned by an occaſional, de- 
tached body of profeſſed Papiſts, in Britain, or Ire- 
land, have the happy effect for them, to produce a 
law, by which they ſhall be, at once, protected in 
their whole religious profeſſion and idolatry ; and all 
the reftraints, and penal clauſes, which have hitherto 
ſtood in the code of our former laws againſt them, 
eraſed and cancelled for ever? And ſhall no one 
body of Proteflants be found, either ſo firm to their 
own privileges, or ſo attentive to their own intereſt, 
as to ſtand forth, and approach their /awgivers, 
petitioning alſo to be heard on their part, and in their 
en and poſierity's behalf? One would think, that 
as 
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2 (44) ..- 
as much true 2eal might yet, even yet, be found in 
Scotland againſt Popery, as ever could be againſt 
America. The colomes, we now know, in the ut- 
moſt latitude, ſeem only to want to be independent 
of us; but is it not to be more than dreaded, that 
Papiſts, if they ever can recover the opportunity, 
which they now ſeem to have fairly before them, 
will want to be ſomething more, that is, not merely 
independent of us, but abſolute lords over us; yea, to 
call our land again by their own name ? We exclaim 
againſt the conduct of France, becauſe of the hoſtile 
manner, in which they have ſtruck in, at the very 
critical moment, and. taken a determined part with 
the Americans, and againſteus, in order to take ad- 
vantage of our diſtreſs, and to eftabliſh heir inde- 
pendence. But can we ever entertain the ſmalleſt 
doubt, but that both France and the whole houſe of 
Bourbon, nay, almoſt every Catholic power in Europe, 
will with infinitely greater alacrity and readineſs ſtrike 
in with a powerful promiſing Popiſb party in Britain, 
or Ireland; if they ſhall once find themſelves in a 
condition fit for erecting the flandard of the crefs, 
and throwing off the maſk againſt Proteſtants * Ho- 
eagerly, in particular, may we ſuppoſe, is the houſe 
of Savoy and Sardinia at preſent looking on, in hopes 
of ſuch an event? Ah Britain! Ah Scotſmen! Ah 
Preſbyterians ! And might we add? Ak Proteſtant 
Houſe of H—r ! Are all faſt aſleep! 

But it is time to think of drawing theſe few ſheets 
to a concluſion, and the more ſo, becauſe I have 
already exceeded my firſt intention, which was only 
to throw out a few hints, in order, a little, to call 
the attention of the public to this very important 
and moſt interęſting ſubject, and thereby give oppor- 
tunity for a more -ample diſcuſhon, by abler hands.” 

| Mean 


8 (45) _ 
Mean while, Is it ſo that PoPERy is, in its own 
nature, a falſe, idolatrous and unſcriptural religion ? 


Is it diametrically oppoſite to the firſt principles of 


liberty in all ſocieties, but more ' eſpecially. to the 
free conſtitution of this happy Proteſtant country? 
Is it not leſs inimical to the lives, than to the liber- 
ties of mankind, 'being a religion founded upon per- 
ſecution, and /nouriſhed by blood; and which, to 
this very moment, has been in no inſtance found 
to change its ancient ſyſtem, but from maxims of 
outward policy only? Have the penal ſtatutes, en- 
acted againſt it in Great Britain, now ſtood the 
teſt of two hundred years, and upwards; NO as 
breathing any ſpirit of intolerancy or perſecution 
againſt others, BUT only as neceſſary barriers and 
ſecurities againſt the ſpirit of intolerancy and bloody 
perſecution from others? Are the people and church 
of Scotland, in particular, LEGAL L ſecured, by the 
treaty of UNION, againſt all incroachments from that 
dangerous and pernicious RELIGION for ever? Would 
2 REPEAL of the penal ſtatutes againſt it, at this 
time, be probably pregnant with the very worſt, 
and moſt ruinous conſequences, reſpecting both our 
preſent and future liberties, whether of church or 
ſtate; hazarding no leſs than a total return of the 
Pope and ANTICHRIST- into this Proteſtant land ? 
Ought Proteſtants to place no truſt nor confidence in 
the molt ſolemn teſts, oaths or declarations of aworu- 
ed and profeſt Papiſts, ſhort of an aftual. and total 
renunciation of their religion itſelf ? Then let all 
true Proteſtants within the Britiſh dominions, but 
eſpecially, let the whole Proteflant and Presbyterian 
mntereſt in Scotland be entreated to balance in an equal 
- ſcale the general arguments, which, in ſimplicity of 
ipirit, have been laid before them in the preceding 
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be (46) 4 
pages. Let us all ſtrive to lay aſide every uNpuE 
prejndice, whether on the one part or on the other. 
If Popery is a RELIGION ming from GOD, or if it 
can be /afely allowed the {lame privileges among us, 
whether in a civil or religious view, with that of other 
diſſenters, who avow themſelves to be Proteſtants ; 
then in the name of truth, in the name of candour, 
and for the honour of religion and our country, let 
them be given unto it. But if, on the other hand, 
the experiment muſt be fatally hazardous; if the giv- 
ing unto Popiſh Prięſis and Jeſuits, an inch, has ever 
hitherto been found the way, as the common ſay- 
ing is, of letting them tate an ell. If Popery is not 
only à plant, which we believe our heavenly Father 
never planted ; but a plant, which by repeated ex- 
perience has never been found to thrive, in this 
kingdom, but at the expence, and to the deſtruction 
of all around it. Then let us beware how we ever 
again open a door for its being planted anew, or 
taking root in our native ſoil. . 

Neither let it be ſtill thought, that in all that has 
been ſaid I have any quarrel with Papifts, as they 
are men, more than with others. No; it is not 
the men, but the religion. The men may in many 
reſpects be otherwiſe god men in ſociety, but they 
furely have a wickedly bad religion. They may be 
naturally of a fair and candid ſpirit; but religiouſly 
they muſt be enemies to all candowr, or toleration. 
Naturally they may be humane and charitable ; but 
the very ſpirit of their religion muſt inſpire them with 


all the rage of a barbarous ſavage, againſt ſuch as 


beheve not as they do. They may be men of reaſon 
and learning in other things; but in re/igzon they 
muſt neither follow reaſon, nor learning, but juſt as 
thele are chalted out by the Hol x ChHURcH. They. 
may 


( 47. ): 
may be men of moral integrity, honour, faith and 2 
good conſcience, in the world, and in all their civil 
and commercial tranſactions with mankind ; but re- 
_ ligiouſly they muſt have no conſcience, no faith, no 


honour, no integrity, but as, preſcribed to them, by 


their Prief, with whom alone is the ſole power of 


binding or loſing their honour, or conſciences. Men 
may eaſily, as' every. day's experience abundantly 
teſtifies, be greatly worſe than their religion requares 
them; but it is: impoſſible: they can be nn than 
their religion allaws them. 


I ſhall conclude this ApDREss, by wk belies | 


you, my dear fellow-proteſtants/ and countrymen, 
ſome extracts from the NATIONAL CovEnanT of 
your FoREFATHERS againſt Popery ; which you 
Know, was firſt ſubſcribed by Ang James VE in 


1580. and afterward, by perſons of ALL RANKS, in 


1581. again, in 1590. again, in 1638. APPROVEN 
by the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of this CHURCH, in 
1778—(What ?—Did I ſay—in 1778 !——No;—I 
muſt be wrong—It was—) in 1639. RATIFIED by 
ACT of PARLIAMENT, in 1640. and finally ſub- 
ſcribed by Charles II. H1MSELF, at Spey, in 1650. 
andi at Scen, in 165 1.— t begins thus, 
7 

« We all and every one of us underwritten, 
«© PROTEST, That after long and due examination 
* of our own conſciencer in matters of true and falſe 
4 religion; we are now thoroughly reſolved in the 
« truth, by the Ford and SeirIT of God. And 
« therefore we believe with our hearts, confeſs with 
c our mouths, ſubſcribe with our hands, and con- 
« * ſtantiy affirm before God, and the whole world 

Ta this only is the true Chriſtian Faith and 


2 RELICIox, pleaſing to God, and: bringing ſal- 
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: (48) : | 
vation to men, w HICH Now Is, by the mercy 
of God, revealed to the world, by the preaching 
of the bleſſed Evangel ; and is received, believed 
and DEFENDED by many and ſundry notable 
Kirks and Realms, but chiey by the Kirk of 
ScoTLAND, the King's Majeſty, and Three 
Eſtates of this Realm, as God's eternal TRUTH, 
and only GROUND of our ſalvation. “ And, 
therefore, we aBHOR and DETEST all contrary 
religion and doctrine z BUT CHIEFLY, all kinds 


of PAP1STRY, in general, and particular heads, 


even as they are Now damned and confuted by 


the woRD of GOD, and Kirk of ScorLAN D. 
But in ſpecial, we dete and refuſe the uſurped 
authority of the Roman ANTICHRIST upon the 
Scriptures of God, the Kirk, ths civil Magiftrate, 
and the conſciences of men“ His blaſphemous 
opinion of Zranſub/tantiation, or real preſence of 


 CarisT's body in the elements, and receiving 


of the ſame by the wicked, or by the bodies of 
men” —-* His difþenſations with ſolemn oaths and 


© perjurics”——=* His deviliſh maſs: C“ His calling 


upon angels or ſaints departed” “ His worſhip- 
ping of imagery, relics and crefſes ; and dedicating 
of kirks, altars, days” “ His purgatory and pray= 
ers for the dend.“ And finally, we deteft all 
his vain—fgns and traditions brought into the 
Kirk, without or againſt the wok p of God, and 
doctrine of this REFORMED KI RE; to the which 
we join ourſelves willingly, in doctrine, &c.“— 
PROMISING and SWEARING by the Great Name 
of the LORD OUR GOD, that we will con- 
tinue in and defend the ſame, according to our 
wention and poaver, all the days of our lives, c.“ 
Show yourſelves now to be the true poſterity of 

| pt ſuch 
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ſuch fathers. And read attentively the following 
words of Mordecni to Efther, which I ſhall leave 


with you; “ Then Mordecai commanded to an- 


cc 


fwer Eſther, Think not with thyſelf, that thou 


d ſhalt _ in the k:ng's houſe, more than all the 
% Jews. 
te this time; then ſhall there enlargement and delives 


or if thou altogether hold thy peace at 


« rance ariſe to the Jews from another place, but 
« thou and thy father's houſe ſhall be deſtroyed— Then 
« Ffther bade them return Mordecai this anſwer, 


cc 
cc 
60 
cc 
60 


cc, 


Go gather together all the Jews, that are pre- 

ſent in Shy/ban, and faſt ye for me, and neither 

eat nor drink. for three days, night or day; I 

alſo and my maidens will faff likewiſe—and /o 

will I go in unto the King, which is nat accord- 

ing to the /aw ; and it I periſh, I periſh *.” 
Eber iv. 13—17. | 


Since awriting the above, the following paragraphs have 


POSTSCRIPT... 


appeared in all our News-papers, as authentic extract 


from the Iriſh Papers, ſince, and during the depend. 


ance of the Popiſh Bill, in that Parliament. 


« THE gentlemen of the Roman Catholic religion 
have been employed theſe three days paſt, in 
waiting upon ſuch Members of both Houſes of 
Parliament, as were moſt ſtrenuous in ſupporting 
their Bill. It was obſerved they were remarkab/ 
courteous, ſhook hands with each, and generally left 
a glove behind them, as a token of their gratitude.” 
“ Some may wonder that ſo many of the Nobility 
and Gentry of this kingdom, ſhould be fo forward 
to ſecond. the views of Government, in voting for 
* cc = 
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ee the Papery Bill: but their conduct will ceaſe to 


' to be a wonder to thoſe Who reflect, that many of 


«& them, by extravagance and other ways, are be- 
« come por and neceffitous; and they know, that 
« if the Bill paſſed, it would greatly raiſe the rental 
& of their land: which being obliged to part with 
de at any rate, they rather wiſhed to give to a Ro- 
c nan Catholic for a good price, than to a Prote- 
* fan for a bad one.“ | | 

% The Zarl of Ely, in his ſpeech againſt the Po- 
e pb: Bill in the Houſe of Lords / h tit, of Ireland) 
4 declared; That, if any Peer through fear of looſ- 
t“ ing a place or a penſon, might be induced to vote 
ec for the 9fabli/oment of Popery: He would recom- 


A 


« pence, out of his own private fortune, any Iii that 


«© might be ſuſtained by voting again the Bill, tho 
« He ſhould be obliged to / the laſt acre of land 
© he had.” He further added theſe remarkable 
words; „ As I do not know, my Lords, but that in 
© conſequence of the iam I now give the Bill 
6 before your Lordſhips, I may have a dagger plung- 


ed into my breaff, on my return home I conjure 
* Y * 


* your Lordſhips to bear teſtimony that, if ſuch an 
ce event ſhould happen, I die a true Proteſtant.” 
Ala the Houfe of Commons (ꝙ Ireland) upon 
*© the Popery Bill the debate was long and well fup- 
* ported, on the fide of the Prote/tants, againſt the 
«© Bill. Upon its being brought to the vote, gs 
« Members voted agaigſt it; 129 for it. It was 
carried by a majority of 34 *.” „ 

' ® Notwithſtanding the above noble and vigorous oppoſition to 
Fopery, in the Ii Parliament, Is it not aſtoniſhing, that the Bil? 
for Fnglamm paſſed the Parliament of Great Britain, without ox 
OPPONENT voice? And is it not much more aſtoniſhing, that it 
was APPROVEN by the General Aſſembly of the Cuvrcu of Scor- 
LAND ITSELF, by a majority of F18, againſt 24 Quere, how is 
tis amazing difference to be beft accounted for? 
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APPENDIX. | 
Copy of ſuch part of King William's AF, reſpetting 
Scotland, as contains the religions clauſes again 
Popery-—— together with the formula or Oath ap- 
pointed by {aid Act., | | 


Ad for preventing the growth of Popery, Nov. 23. 1 700. 


I. UR Sovereign Lord conſidering the Hazard 
that threarens the true Proteſtant Religion; 
as at preſent ſettled and eſtabliſhed within this Re- 
alm, and may enſue by the Increaſe and Growth 
of Popery, and the re/foring and reſetting of Feſwits, 
Prieſts and trafficking Papifis within the ſame, if not 
timeouſly and duely prevented and refrained ; Doth 
therefore with Advice and Confent of the Eſtates 
of Parliament, revive, ratify and perpetually-con- - 
firm A# 71, Parl. 6. K. James VL entitled A 
anent the Youth and others beyond Sea, ſuſpected to have 
declined from the true Religion : Alſo Af 104, Pari. 
7. K. James VI. entitled A& again paſſing in Pii- 
grimapes to Chapels, Wells, Crafſes, &c. And AF 20. 
Seſſ. 5. of this preſent Parl. entitled Ad diſthurging 
Popiſh Perſons to prejudge their Pruteſtunt Heirs in ſur- 
ſeſſion: And all the other Laws made againſt Popery 
and Papiſts; and eſpecially eat, Seminarres and 
Maſs-pri;fts, and trafficking Papiſts 5 and their Abode, 
Reſet. or Reſetters, within this Realm: As alſo a- 
gainſt all /ayzrs and Zearers of Maſs, and all conreal- 
ers of the fame; in the whole Heads, Tenors and 
Contents thereof, as if the ſamen were herein fully 
jet down and expreſſed: 81 5 | 
And further, his Majeſty. with Advice and wo 
ent 
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52) | . 
ſent foreſaid, ſtatutes and ordains, That whoſoever 
ſhall diſcover or ſeize any Prieſt, Jeſuit, or traffick- 
ing Papiſt, ſo as they ſhall be convicted, upon Cer- 
tificate of the ſaid ſeizing and Conviction by the 
Judge or Clerk of Court, before whom the Conviction 
ſhall be made (and which Certificate is to be given 
Gratis) ſhall! have the Sum of Five Hundred Merks, 
over and above his expences for his reward——and 
ordains all Judges and Magiſtrates to whom the ſaid 
Papiſts ſhall be preſented, to receive and detain him 
Priſoner, and tranſmit what Information they re- 
ceive againſt him to his Majeſty's Advocate. And 
becauſe ſuch is the Malice and Subtility of ſaid Fe/wit 
Prieſts and trafficking Papiſts, that they diſguiſe 
themſelves, and cover their evi/ practices, as much 
as poſſible, and through the difficulty of Probation, 
do often evade the due Pains of Law therefore it 
is further | S/atute and Ordained, for facilitating the 
foreſaid Conviction, that, If it ſhall be proven that 
the Pries, 7eſuit,- or trafficking. Papiſt brought in 
Queſtion, was Held and reputed to be a Prieft, Jeſuit 
or trafficking Papiſt: or, if it ſhall be proven that 
he has changed his Name, or Sirname and goes un- 
der another Name, and with one or other of theſe 
alternatives, ſhall refuſe to Purge himſelf of Popery, 
in the Form and Manner aftermentioned it ſhall 
be fufficient Ground for the Lords of his Majeſty's 
Privy Council to baniſb him forth of the Realm, 
with Certification, that if ever he return thereto, 
being till a Papiſt, he ſhall be puniſhed with the 
Pain of Death—AnD his Majeſty's Advocate. on in- 
formation is required, as he will be anſwerable, to 
proſecute Perſons ſuſpected to be Prigſe, Jeſuits or 
trafficking Papiſts ; and the Privy Council to inflict 
the {aid Puniſhment. - Ax p for the better Convic- 
: | tion 


tion of hearers of Maſs, 35, further Statute and Or- 
dained, That if any Perſon be found in any Meeting, 
where there is either Altar, Maſ-book, Veſtments, or 
Popiſh Images, or other Popiſh Trinkets, or Inſtru- 
ments of Superſtition, and withal ſhall refuſe to 
purge himſelf of Popery, in manner” after-mentioned, 
it ſhall be a ſufficient Ground, for the Lords of his 
Majeſty's Privy Council, to bani/b him forth of the 
Realm, under what Certification, even to the Pain 
of Death, incluſive, they ſhall think fit AND 
whoſoever ſhall diſcover, or ſeize the ſaid baniſhed 
Prieſt, after his return, and deliver him Priſoner in 
manner foreſaid, ſhall have the ſaid Sum of Five 
Hundred Merks for his reward, and that without 
prejudice of all former Laws and Acts of Parlia- 
ment, inflicting the Pain of Death upon Hearers and 
ſayers of Maſs, and others againſt Papi. Ax p 
his Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent foreſaid, 
DoTH hereby not only Ratify the eight Act of 
the Parliament 1661. entitled Act againſt Papiſts, 
Prieſts and Teſuits, and appointing Children under 
Popiſh Parents, 'Tutors and Curators, to be taken 
from them, and committed to the Education of 
{ome well affected religious Kinſman, at the Sight, 
and by Order of his Majeſty's Privy Council. But 
Further DECLARES, That it ſhall be competent 
for any of the Proteſtant Relations of the foreſaid 
Children, to purſue to have their Education com- 
mitted, in manner above preſcribed ; and that fail- 
ing the ſaid Proteſtant Relations, his Majeſty's Ad- 
vocate or Sollicitor may proſecute the ſaid action 
by themſelves, without concurrence of the ſaid Re- 
lations—AND to, the Effect that the foreſaid Matter 
of Education muy be better ſeen to, his Majefly and 
Ejtates of' Parliament, KECOMMEND. to the Presy- 
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Follows the YORMUL a, or OATH of PURGATION, 
appointed by the above Act of Kinc WILLIAM: 
to be taken by all Papiſts. 


do ſincerely from my heart, 
profeſs ** declare before God who ſearcheth the 
heart, That I do deny, diſown and abhor theſe 
tenets and doctrines of the papal Romiſh Church, 
wiz. The ſupremacy of the Pope and Biſhops: of 
Rome over all paſtors of the Catholic Church; His 
power and authority over Kings, Princes and States; 
The infallibility that He pretends to, either without 
or with a general council; His power of diſpenſing 


and pardoning; The doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, 


and the corporeal preſence, with the communion 
without the cup in the ſacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper; The adoration, and ſacrifice profeſſed and 
practiſed by the Popiſn Church in the Maſs; The 
invocation of angels and ſaints ; The worſhipping of 
images, croſſes and relics; I * doctrines of ſupe- 
rerogation, indulgences and purgatory; And the 
ſervice and worſhip in an unknown tongue: All 
which tenets and doctrines of the ſaid Church, I 
believe to be contrary to, and inconſiſtent with the 
written Word of God. And I do from my heart 
„ diſown and diſclaim the ſaid doctrines and 
tenets of the Church of Rome, as in the preſence 
of God, without any equivocation, or mental re- 
ſervativn, but according to the known and plain 
meaning of the words as to me offered and propo- 


ſed 80 help me God. 
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Copy of Ad of KING GEORGE III. paſſed this preſent 
Hear, 1778. for relieving his Majeſty's Subjects pro- 
feſſing the Popiſh Religion, within England, from 
certain Penalties and diſabilities 1MPOSED en them 
by an Act, made in the 11th and 12th Years of the 
| Rien of KinG WILLIAM III. entitled An Act for 


the further preventing of the Growth of Popery. 
II. HERE Asð it is expedient to Repeal cer- 


tain Proviſions in an Act of the 11th and 
12th Years of the Reign of King William III. entit- 
led, An Act for the further preventing the Growth 
of Popery, whereby certain Penalties and Diſabilities 
are impoſed on Perſons profeſſing the Popiſh Reli- 
gion: May it pleaſe your Majeſty that it may be 
Enacted, and be it Enacted by the King's moſt ex- 
cellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and Conſent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons 
in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the 
Authority of the ſame, That ſo much of the ſaid 
Act as relates to the apprehending, taking or pro- 
ſecuting of Popiſh Biſhops, Prieſts or Jeſuits, and 
alſo ſo much of the ſaid Act as ſubjects Papiſh 
Biſhops, Prieſts or Jeſuits and Papiſts or Perſons 
profeſſing the Popiſh Religion and keeping School 
or taking upon themſelves the Education or Go- 
verninent or Boarding of Youth within this Realm, 


Impriſonment; And fo much of the ſaid Act as ſub- / \ 


or the Dominions thereto belonging, to ener 
jects Perſons educated in the Popiſh Religion © 1 


profeſſing the ſame under the circumſtances therein 
mentioned to inherit or take by Deſcent, Deviſe, or 
Limitation, in Poſſeſſion, Reverſion, or Remainder, 
any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, within 


the 


| 


"1 


| 


( 57.) 

the Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, or 

Town of Berwick upon Tweed, and gives to the 

next of Kin, being a Proteſtant, a Right to have and 

enjoy ſuch Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments 3 

| And alſo ſo much of the ſaid Act as diſables Papiſts, 
or Perſons profeſſing the Popiſh Religion, to pur- 

chaſe any Manors, Lands, Profits out of Lands, Te- 
nements, Rents, Terms or Hereditaments, within the 
Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, or Town 

of Berwick upon Tweed, And makes void all and 
ſingular Eſtates, 'Terms and other Intereſt, or Profits 
il -whatever out of Lands, to be made, ſuffered or done 
from and after the Day therein mentioned, to or for 

the Uſe or Behoof of any ſuch Perſon or Perſons, 

or upon any Truſt or Confidence, mediately or im- 
mediat*ly, for the Relief of any ſuch Perſon or Per- 

ſons,” ſhall be, and the ſame and every Clauſe and 
Matter and 'Thing herein before-mentioned, is and 

hereby are Repealed. 

And be it Enacted by the authority aforeſaid, That 

every Perſon or Perſons having and claiming any 

| Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments under Titles, 
| Not hitherto litigated, tho derived from any Deſcent, 
Deviſe, Limitation, or Purchaſe, ſhall have, take hold 
and enjoy the fame, as if the faid Act, or any Thing 
therein contained, had not been made, any Thing 

in the ſaid Act contained i in the contrary pm 


© 


ſtanding. 
Provided always; and be it Enacted, That no- 
* thing herein contained fhall extend, or be conſtrv- 


ed to affect any Action or Suit now deper ding 
which ſhall be proſecuted with Effect and withour 
Delay. 

Provided alſo, That W herein contained 
ſhall extend or be conſtrued to extend, to any Per- 
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- fon or Perſons but fuch, who fhall within the Space 
- of Six Calendar Months, after the paſſing of this 


AR, or of accruing of his, her, or their Title, being 


of the Age of Iwenty- one Years, or who being un- 


der the Age of Txveaty-one Years, ſhall within Six 
Months after he or ſhe ſhall attain the Age of 


Twenty-one Tears, or being of unfound Mind, or 


in Priſon, . or beyond the Seas, then within Six 
Months after ſuch a Diſability is removed, take and 
fublcribe an Oath in the Words following. 
IA. B. do fincerely promiſe and fwear, That I 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to his Ma- 
jeſty King George the Third, and him will defend 
to in utmoſt of my power againſt all conſpiracies 
or attempts whatever that ſhall be made againſt his 
Perſon, Crown, or Dignity; and I will do my ut- 
moſt endeavour to diſcloſe and make known to his 


"Majeſty, his Heirs aud Succeſſors, all Treaſons and 


traiterous Conſpiracies which may be formed againſt 
him or them. And I do faithfully promiſe to main- 
tain, ſapport and defend, to the utmoſt of my power, 
the ſucceſſion. of the Crown in his Majeſty's Family 
againſt any Perſon or Perſons whatever, hereby 
utterly renouncing and abjuring any obedience, or 
allegiance unto the Perſon taking upon himſelf the 


Stile and Title of the Prince of Wales in the life- 


time of his Father, and who ſince his death is ſaid 
to have aſſumed the Stile and Title of King of Great 
Britain, by the Name of Charles the Third, and to 
any other Perſon claiming or pretending a right to 
the Crown of theſe Realms. And I do ſwear that 
I do reject and deteſt as an unchriftian and impious 
. That it is lawful to murder or deſtroy any 
erſon or Perfons whatſoe ver for or under pretence 
of their being Hereticks ; and alfo that unchriſtian 
GET”; and 


and impions prinetple; no Faith is to be kept 
with Hereticks. I do further declare, that it is no 
article of my Faith, and that I do rehounce, reject 
and abjure the opiftion, that Princes excommunicated 
by the Pope and Council, or by any authofity of 
the See of Rome, or by any authority whatſoever; 
may be depoſed or murdered by their Subjects, or 
any Perſon whatever. And I do declare, that I do 
not believe that the Pope of Rome, or any other 
foreign Prince, Prelate, State or Potentate hath, 
or ought to have any temporal or civil Juriſdiction; 
Power, Superiority or Pre-eminence, dire&tly or 
indirectly, within this Realm. And I do folembily 
in the preſence of God, profeſs, teſtify and declare; 
that I do make this Declaration, and every part 
thereof, in the plain and ordihary ſenſe of the 
words of this Oath, without any Evaſion, Equivo- 
cation or mental Reſervation whatever z and with- 
out. any Diſpenſation already 2 by the Pope, 
or any authority of the See of Rome, or any Per- 
ſon whatever, and without thinking that I am, or 
can be acquitted before God or Man, or abſolved 
of this Declaration or any part thereof, althougli 
the Pope or any Perſons or Authority whatſoeyer, 
ſhall diſpenſe with or annul the ſame, or declare 

that it was null or void. 01 | 
Which Oath it ſhall be competent to his Ma- 
jeſty's High Court of *Chancery, or to. any of his 
Majeſty's Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, the 
Courts of Great Seſſions within the principality of 
Wales and County Palatine of Cheſter, the. Courts 
of Chancery or Common-pleas within the Counties 
Palatine of Lancaſter and Durham, or to any Court 
of general or quarter Seſſions of the peace of any 
County, Riding, Liberty, City, Borough, 88 or 
| 0 P ace 
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place in the Kingdom of England, or in the Prin» 
cipality of Wales to adminiſter; and they are here- 
by required to adminiſter the ſame accordingly. 
Of the taking and ſubſcribing of which Oaths, a 
Regiſter ſhall be kept and preſerved in the manner 


r 


preſcribed by the Laws now in being, requiring L 


Oaths from Perſons taking offices or employments. 


Provided always, and it is hereby Enacted and | 


Declared, that nothing in this Act contained, ſhall 
extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to any Popiſh 
» Biſhop, Prieſt, Jeſuit or Schoolmaſter, who ſhall 
not have taken and ſubſcribed the above Oath in 
the above words, before he ſhall have been appre- 
hended or any proſecution commenced againſt him. 


Let the intelligent Proteſtant. reader compare the above Act 
of the preſent Parliament of Great Britain, with the preceding 
one of Kino WitLiian III. together alſo with the above extra 
from the. Natiotial Covenant of ScoTLAND, which was enadted and 
ſubſcribed by King, Parliament and People; and 'then let him 
fay, whether an AcT of RxrzAl, for Scotland, ſimilar to the 
above for Enpland, would not infer a departure. from the whole 
' ſpirit. of our anceflors, as well as the whole conſtitution and laws 
of our country, now for two hundred years backward, without in- 
terruption, againſt the Roman Catholic Religion ? 1 | 
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